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In the same spirit we discussed issues con-

cerning energy and climate change. We ex-
changed views on adopted legislation on the 
EU side, in particular the 2020 goals, and on 
pending legislation on the US side. We em-
phasized the importance of sustainable poli-
cies on both sides of the Atlantic which 
could facilitate agreement in the larger 
international context. In this respect the up- 
coming COP 16 in Cancun was noted. We dis-
cussed the aim of ‘greening the economy’, in-
cluding alternative energy sources, to pro-
vide the opportunity of enhancing the qual-
ity of the environment and improving the 
economic situation, as well as the perspec-
tive of setting common standards for new 
and environmentally friendly technologies, 
such as electric vehicles. The national secu-
rity implications of energy sources and inde-
pendence were also discussed. 

In the presence of the Director General for 
External Relations of the European Commis-
sion, Mr. Joao Vale de Almeida, the pros-
pects for bilateral and global cooperation be-
tween the EU and the US were discussed and 
our shared commitment for disaster relief in 
third world countries and our common inter-
est in stable and sustainable development in 
all areas of the world were recognized. 

In the presence of the Spanish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and current President of the 
EU General Affairs Council, Mr. Miguel 
Angel Moratinos, we exchanged views on re-
gions in the world where tensions are high. 
In this respect we focused attention on the 
situation in the Middle East, in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, in Iran, Somalia and Cuba. 

An extensive discussion was held on the 
latest financial and economic developments 
in Europe, the US and the world. With regard 
to Europe, government interventions to 
stabilise the situation in Member States and 
the Eurozone are needed. We recognised the 
global character of the crisis and its effects 
and therefore emphasised the importance of 
coordinated action. In this respect the pros-
pects for common approaches regulating the 
financial sectors of the economy were ex-
plored. 

We evaluated the state of play of the 
Transatlantic Economic Council (TEC) and 
ways to enhance EU-US economic coopera-
tion. The transatlantic market should be al-
lowed to develop its full potential in par-
ticular through reducing non-tariff barriers 
and joint efforts to find common standards. 
The importance of a successful outcome of 
the Doha Round was reiterated. We wel-
comed a proposal to submit a TLD paper to 
our respective administrations on ways to 
expand US-EU trade and economic coopera-
tion. 

Finally, we reviewed progress in strength-
ening the Transatlantic Legislators Dia-
logue, in particular: 

—the growing interest in communication 
among Members of our institutions, both in 
general and on specific topics, 

—the strengthening of the TLD in the Con-
gress by enhancing its status, increasing sta-
bility of membership and involving the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

—the opening on 29 April 2010 of the Euro-
pean Parliament Liaison Office (EPLO) in 
Washington, 

—the steps in expanding contacts among 
staff of our institutions, 

and discussed options for further enhanc-
ing it, such as: 

—inviting EU and US officials to provide 
perspectives on strategic issues related to fi-
nancial recovery and economic growth, 

—expanding interaction between the US 
Congress and the European Parliament in 
Brussels and in Washington, including 
through video-conferencing, 

—the possibility of joint hearings and the 
issuance of joint statements. 

In conclusion, we reaffirmed our commit-
ment to strengthening the transatlantic re-
lationship and working in partnership to 
solve common challenges. We pledged to con-
tinue improving the effectiveness of our dia-
logue in order to realise the full potential of 
our interparliamentary relationship, as well 
as to ensure the relevance of the TLD’s work 
to the European Parliament and the United 
States Congress. 

ANNEX: STATEMENT ON IRAN 
We, the members of the Transatlantic Leg-

islators Dialogue, condemn the systematic 
violations by the Iranian regime and its 
agencies of the human rights of the Iranian 
people. The actions of the regime are deny-
ing the Iranian people the basic human 
rights as described in the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights. We call on our 
respective Administrations to strengthen 
their efforts to assist the Iranian people in 
achieving the rights that they are due, 
through effective means to counteract the 
regime’s repression. 

We welcome the coordinated strategy and 
concerted action by the US government and 
the European Union to halt the threat posed 
by Iran’s nuclear weapons and ballistic mis-
sile programs. 
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CELEBRATING THE HOWARD K. 
WATKINS PHOTOGRAPHIC AR-
CHIVE PROJECT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the Howard K. Watkins Photo-
graphic Archive Project, aptly recognized as 
the current ‘‘Fresno Photo Laureate.’’ 

Since his arrival in Fresno in 1973, Howard 
K. Watkins has been photographing and docu-
menting events in the greater Fresno area. His 
collection of 200,000 photos is the largest of 
its kind and includes: elected officials, commu-
nity and business leaders, members of the ju-
diciary and legal community, celebrities, nu-
merous community groups, parades, political 
rallies, athletes, historic buildings and several 
award winning photographs. 

Influenced by the historic Pop Laval Photo-
graphic Archive Collection and encouraged by 
others, Mr. Watkins has partnered with the 
Fresno Regional Foundation and the Henry 
Madden Library at California State University, 
Fresno to provide a permanent home for all to 
enjoy. Therefore, Fresno State is helping to 
establish the Howard K. Watkins Photographic 
Archive Project with the goal of making the 
photographs publicly accessible as an online 
historical archive. 

Mr. Watkins began taking photos in junior 
high school with a simple Brownie camera. He 
pursued his passion for photography as a 
hobby as a young adult and continued 
throughout his career as an attorney with 
Fresno County Legal Services and the Office 
of Fresno County Counsel. Mr. Watkins be-
came the official photographer for the Fresno 
County Supreme Court and has taken photo-
graphs for the State Bar of California and the 
California Supreme Court. 

Now retired from a distinguished thirty-three 
year career in the legal field, Mr. Watkins is 
devoting most of his time to indexing his pho-
tographic collection and raising the funds 
needed to make his photos accessible for 
generations to come. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
rise with me today to express our appreciation 
for Mr. Watkins’ unwavering dedication and 
commitment to keeping the greater Fresno 
legacy alive through the Howard K. Watkins 
Photographic Archive Project. 
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT ON 
H.R. 5641: TO AMEND TITLE 38, 
U.S.C., TO AUTHORIZE THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
TO PROVIDE NURSING HOME 
CARE FOR VETERANS WHO ARE 
UNABLE TO LIVE INDEPEND-
ENTLY AT NON-DEPARTMENT 
MEDICAL FOSTER HOMES 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, today, I am 
introducing H.R. 5641, a bill to allow the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to enter into 
contracts with adult foster homes to provide 
life-long care to veterans unable to live inde-
pendently. 

Adult foster homes are designed to provide 
non-institutional long-term care to veterans 
who prefer a more personalized, familial set-
ting than traditional nursing homes are able to 
provide. 

VA has been helping to place veterans in 
adult foster homes since 2002 and over time 
more than 600 veterans in need have paid to 
receive such care. As we speak, 219 veterans 
are living in these special homes. 

The need for long term care is increasing as 
veterans from past conflicts get older, and it 
will continue to grow as wounded warriors re-
turn home from Iraq and Afghanistan with se-
vere injuries that require life-long assistance. 
While nursing homes will always be a valuable 
tool for providing lasting care, for some the in-
dividualized, home-like atmosphere of an adult 
foster home is a much more attractive alter-
native than the prospect of moving into a tradi-
tional nursing home. 

The advantages of adult foster homes are 
clear. Veterans who opt for foster home care 
will move into a home owned or rented by 
their chosen foster home caregiver. The care-
giver—who has passed a VA screening, fed-
eral background check, and home inspection 
and agreed to undergo annual training—re-
sides with the veteran and provides them with 
24-hour supervision and personalized care. 
For as long as that veteran resides in the 
home, VA adult foster home coordinators and 
members of a VA Home Care Team will make 
both announced and unannounced visits at 
least three times every month to ensure the 
veteran is safe and the home and caregiver 
are in compliance with VA’s high quality stand-
ards. 

Additionally, the Home Care Team will pro-
vide veterans with comprehensive, inter-
disciplinary primary care and provide the care-
givers with supportive education and training. 

Many veterans who choose to reside in an 
adult foster home would otherwise be in need 
of nursing home care and would qualify for VA 
benefits to receive it. However, because VA is 
not authorized to provide veterans with as-
sisted living benefits, these veterans must pay 
for the care they receive in adult foster homes 
out of their own pockets. 
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Twenty four percent of veterans who have 

received care in a Medical Foster Home qual-
ify for VA’s highest priority group due to hav-
ing disabilities rated 50% or more service con-
nected or having otherwise been found unem-
ployable due to service connected conditions. 
Given that many of the veterans who are ben-
efitting from this individualized, non-institu-
tional care are disabled, afflicted with chronic 
disease, often elderly, and frequently 70% or 
more service connected, placing the entire 
cost burden for adult foster homes on their 
backs is no way to thank them for their valiant 
years in service. What’s more, it creates an in-
equity of benefits between those who can af-
ford to pay for such care and those that can-
not. 

The legislation I am introducing today would 
give VA the authority to enter into a contract 
with a certified adult foster home to pay for 
care for certain veterans already eligible for 
VA paid nursing home care. By doing so, it 
would ensure more veterans have the option 
to choose a treatment setting that best suits 
their needs free of financial constraints. 

Our veterans in need of life-long care have 
earned the right to decide which long-term 
care environment would make them feel most 
at home. And, I encourage my colleagues to 
join with me in cosponsoring this legislation to 
make that decision easier. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ADVO-
CATES FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, the Advocates 
for Self-Government, one of the freedom 
movement’s leading organizations, is cele-
brating their 25th anniversary this year. I am 
pleased to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the Advocates on this anniversary and 
wish them continued success in promoting lib-
erty. 

The Advocates where founded by my friend, 
the late Marshall Fritz. Marshall saw that the 
growth of the freedom movement was handi-
capped by the lack of an organization to help 
activists better communicate the freedom phi-
losophy to the general public. In order to rem-
edy this situation, Marshall rallied a group of 
activists and donors and founded the Advo-
cates in order to teach libertarians how to ef-
fectively communicate their principles. 

Under the leadership of Marshal from 1985 
until 1991; Carole Ann Rand from 1991 until 
1995; and Sharon Harris since 1995; the Ad-
vocates has helped countless libertarians by 
providing them with the intellectual resources 
necessary to effectively battle for a free soci-
ety. 

Without a doubt, the Advocates are best 
known for the ‘‘World’s Smallest Political 
Quiz.’’ Created by Marshall and based on an 
original idea by David Nolan, this quiz graphs 
an individual’s political philosophy based on 
responses to a series of ten questions that 
measure one’s commitment to economic and 
personal liberty. 

Under Marshall’s leadership, the Advocates 
undertook an aggressive program of pro-
moting the quiz, distributing millions of copies 
of the quiz to libertarian activists. They also 

generously provide free copies of the quiz, as 
well as libertarian literature and other outreach 
materials, free of charge to liberty-minded 
groups such as the Republican Liberty Caucus 
and Young Americans for Liberty. 

The quiz has been taken over 15 million 
times online, has been reprinted in dozens of 
newspapers and magazine, is referenced by 
major high school and college textbooks, and 
is used by educators in classrooms across 
America. The quiz is responsible for many 
people’s first contact with libertarian ideas. 
While traveling around the country, I have 
often heard people say, ‘‘I never knew I was 
a libertarian until I took the quiz.’’ 

The Advocates also recently revamped their 
Libertarianism.com web site, featuring com-
mentary on the libertarian position on a variety 
of issues from notables in the freedom move-
ment. I was honored when the Advocates 
asked me to participate in this project. 

As they prepare to celebrate their 25th anni-
versary, it is a pleasure to thank the founder, 
the staff and the donors of the Advocates for 
Self-Government for all they have done for the 
cause of liberty. I wish them continued suc-
cess. 
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CALLING FOR RELEASE OF 
ISRAELI SOLDIER BY HAMAS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 1359, calling for Hamas 
to unconditionally release captured Israeli sol-
dier Gilad Shalit. On June 25, 2006, Hamas 
terrorists illegally crossed into Israel from the 
Gaza strip, killed two Israeli soldiers, and kid-
napped Corporal Gilad Shalit. Tomorrow 
marks the fourth year Gilad Shalit continues to 
be held captive by Hamas. He has been held 
in violation of international humanitarian law, 
without access to proper medical care, without 
access to his loved ones, and without access 
to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, despite that organization’s repeated re-
quests to visit him. 

I also rise today to strongly reaffirm Amer-
ica’s unwavering commitment to the safety 
and security of the Jewish State of Israel. 
Israel and America’s shared goal of a peaceful 
resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can 
only be achieved when Hamas renounces acts 
of terrorism such as rocket attacks against ci-
vilian populations, suicide bombings in civilian 
areas, and the extortionist capture and deten-
tion of Israeli soldiers. 

We continue to stand with the Shalit family 
in this very difficult time, and are praying for 
the safe and timely release of their coura-
geous son. 
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TRIBUTE TO TRISH LOWREY 
HOOPER 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the extraordinary life of a distin-

guished Californian, Trish Lowrey Hooper, a 
longtime resident of the 14th Congressional 
District, who died after a fall on Thursday, 
June 3, 2010. She lived 87 full, productive, 
and compassion-filled years. 

Trish Hooper was a devoted wife, a loving 
mother, intrepid traveler, painter, writer, and 
passionate American who worked tirelessly for 
justice, women’s rights, and democratic val-
ues. As a child she lived in New Jersey, Cali-
fornia, and Hawaii, and was a graduate of 
Sarah Lawrence College. 

Trish Hooper had a great sense of joie de 
vivre. She was fascinated by everything and 
fascinating to be with. She married John Hoo-
per, an attorney, and they spent the years of 
World War II on military bases. On returning to 
San Francisco, John Hooper practiced law 
and Trish raised their four children. In a char-
acteristic action, she, John, and the children 
traveled by freighter to France in 1957, where 
they spent ten years with John working with 
NATO and she coping with the challenges of 
raising children in houses in Paris, Switzerland 
and Italy. She wrote charmingly of these Euro-
pean years in her memoirs. 

In 1967, Trish and John Hooper moved to 
Woodside and immersed themselves in local 
issues. They worked tirelessly with the can-
didate who would later be their son-in-law, 
Paul N. ‘‘Pete’’ McCloskey, in his successful 
campaign to represent the people of the Mid- 
Peninsula area in the United States Congress. 

Trish Hooper could prick the conscience of 
a community with her powerful thoughts and 
her pen. She had a conscience, she had in-
tegrity, and she had a magnificent mind. She 
went toe-to-toe with people and their ideas, al-
ways maintaining a level of civility and dignity 
while doing so. She always had the last word 
because her words were so powerful. She 
could move an individual with a paragraph, 
writing scores of powerful Letters to the Edi-
tors of newspapers and magazines across the 
country. Her work improved the editorial pages 
of local papers as well as the New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, Time, and News-
week. She wrote three volumes of memoirs 
and illustrated them with her own paintings. 
Her watercolors helped raise money for 
causes she loved, including animal welfare, 
death with dignity, and freedom of choice for 
women. 

One of her most recent letters was pub-
lished in the Almanac, a venerable weekly 
published on the San Francisco Peninsula, on 
May 12, 2010. In this letter she excoriated Ari-
zona’s new immigration law. She wrote that 
‘‘this new law increases the underlying racism 
which seems to have replaced the message 
held with such pride by the Statue of Liberty, 
a gift from France: ‘give me your tired, you 
poor, your huddled masses yearning to be 
free . . . I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door.’ 

The message of ‘freedom, democracy, and 
international friendship’ is put aside as this 
vaunted compassionate country loses its bear-
ings. Urged on by hate-mongers and the shrill 
voice of ‘Gotcha!’ plus cries of ‘down with gov-
ernment,’ we’re teetering on the brink of a new 
brand of isolationism.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in extending our deepest sympathies to 
Trish Hooper’s daughters Margo Hooper and 
Helen Hooper McCloskey, her sons John C. 
Hooper and Lawrence Hooper, her sister 
Helen Virginia Brown, her brother Charles F. 
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